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SUBJECT: JOINT FISHING VENTURES: PRESS REPORTS GOB POSITION REMAINS 
UNFLEXIBLE; BRAZILIAN FISHERMEN CRITICIZE JOINT VENTURE IDEA 

1. (BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED) SUMMARY: RECENT PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT 
THE GOB WILL NOT MODIFY ITS MODEL JOINT FISHING VENTURE (JFV) AGREEME 
NT 

IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE US. SEVERAL BRAZILIAN FISHING COMPANIES 
HAVE PUBLICLY CRITICIZED THE GOB EOR ALLOWING EOREIGN VESSELS TO 
CONTINUE TO FISH IN BRAZILIAN WATERS UNDER JFV AGREEMENTS 
RATHER THAN DIRECTLY ASSISTING THE COMPANIES TO MODERNIZE THEIR 
OPERATIONS. GOB OFFICIALS HAVE REBUTTED THIS ARGUMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. SINCE THE SUSPENSION OF US-GOB TALKS ON A JFV AGREEMENT BY THE 
BRAZILIAN DELEGATION ON EEB 17, PRESS REPORTING ON THE SUBJECT HAS 
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BEEN GENERALLY LOW KEY AND ACCURATE, WITH THE EXCEPTION OP ATTRI- 
BUTING THE INITIATIVE TO SUSPEND NEGOTIATIONS TO THE US SIDE. 

HOWEVER, ON MARCH FIRST, THE PRO-GOVERNMENT "O GLOBO", CITING 
OFPICIAL FONMIN SOURCES, REPORTED THAT "THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT 
DOES NOT INTEND TO CHANGE THE PRINCIPLE OP THE NEW (JFV) AGREEMENT 
WHICH IS PART OF A NEW GENERAL FISHING POLICY WHICH BRAZIL IS ADOP- 
TING." THE ARTICLE STATES THAT THE US DELEGATION BROKE OPF NEGOTIA- 
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TIONS, "ALLEGING THAT THEY HAD TO CONSULT WASHINGTON. SO EAR 
ITAMARATY (EONMIN) HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY REQUEST TO RESUME NEGOTIATION 
S 

NOR HAS THE US PRESENTED ANY COUNTERPROPOSAL TO THE AGREEMENT." 

3. ON MARCH 6, "JORNAL DO BRASIL" PUBLISHED THE SUMMARY OE A 
REPORT DELIVERED THE SAME DAY TO SUDEPE HEADQUARTERS IN BRASILIA 
BY SEVERAL BRAZILIAN SHRIMP PISHING COMPANIES BASED IN THE NORTH 
AND NORTHEAST DENOUNCING THE JFV IDEA AS INJURIOUS TO THEIR 
INDUSTRY AND NORTHERN SHRIMP STOKCS. CITING THE HIGH OPERATING 
COSTS BRAZILIAN PISHING BOATS PAY COMPARED TO FOREIGN VESSELS 
(US$588/DAY VS. US$418/DAY), THE PISHERMEN PREPER THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT ESTABLISH "OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS" WHICH WOULD ALLOW THEM TO 
OBTAIN THE SAME PROPITS AS POREIGN FLEETS, RATHER THAN OPENING 
THE NORTHERN PISHING GROUNDS TO POREIGN VESSELS WHICH WOULD 
OPERATE UNDER JPV. 

4. NOTING THAT 250 SHRIMP BOATS WILL NOW BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE 
IN THE NORTHERN PISHING GROUNDS, THE REPORT ALSO STATES THAT THIS 
NUMBER WILL DRASTICALLY REDICE THE PRODUCTIVITY OP THE 45 BRAZILIAN 
VESSELS NOW IN THE AREA AS WELL AS OVERPISH THE SHRIMP STOCKS. 

5. AS REPORTEDIN "JORNAL DO BRASIL" (MAR. 8), SUDEPE ISSUED A 
STATEMENT DENYING RECEIPT OP THE ABOVE REPORT AND REFUTING THE 
CHARGE THAT THE JFV CONCEPT WOULD BE HARMPUL TO EITHER BRAZILIAN 
INDUSTRY OR PISHING GROUNDS. THE STATEMENT ALSO CORRECTED PREVIOUS 
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PRESS REPORTING, NOTING THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE US WERE 
SUSPENDED BY THE BRAZILIAN SIDE. ACCORDING TO "JORNAL DE BRASILIA" 
(MAR.7), SUDEPE OPFICIALS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT A MEETING WAS TO 
BE HELD ON MAR. 7 WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL FISHING COMPANIES 
TO DISCUSS THE JPV IDEA AND STATUS OP NEGOTIATIONS WITH INTERESTED 
COUNTRIES. CONCERNING SHRIMP PISHING, THE MEETING WAS ALSO TO 
INCLUDE A DISCUSSION OF THE NUMBER OF BOATS TO BE PERMITTED TO 
OPERATE IN THE NORTHERN AREA. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

6. (BEGIN LIMITED OPFICIAL USE) COMMENT: WHILE EMBASSY SUSPECTS 
THAT THE REPORT CITED IN PARAS. 3-4 ABOVE MAY BE JUST THE 

EXPECTED REACTION OF BRAZILIAN FISHING COMPANIES TO SMALL TO ATTRACT 
POREIGN JFV PARTNERS, WE ARE CONCERNED, BUT NOT SURPRISED, BY 
THE PONMIN'S COMMENTS TO "O GLOBO" AND WILL SEEK AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY 
TO DISCUSS THE STATUS OF OUR JFV AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
EONMIN AND SUDEPE.(END LOU) 

JOHNSON 
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